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PERIODICALS SUPPORTING THE CAUSE OF 
THE CLASSICS 

Every teacher of the Classics ought to be aware of 
the fact that, in the United States, the two main re- 
positories of the work of productive scholarship in the 
field of the Classics are the American Journal of Phi- 
lology and Classical Philology. He should know also 
that the American Journal of Philology is published 
at The Johns Hopkins University and that it is now 
in its forty-second year. For forty long years of its 
life, its Editor, the Dean of American Classical schol- 
ars, was Professor Basil L. Gildersleeve. It is edited 
now by Professor C. W. E. Miller, assisted by a num- 
ber of members of the Departments of Oriental Lan- 
guages, Greek, and Latin of The Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. 

Classical Philology, published at the University of 
Chicago, is now in its sixteenth year. For the first 
two years its Editor-in-Chief was Professor Edward 
Capps, then at the University of Chicago, but since 
1908 at Princeton University. Professor Capps was 
succeeded, in the direction of Classical Philology, by 
Professor Paul Shorey. 

At another time I shall have something to say of 
other repositories of scholarly articles, such as the 
Bulletins and Studies published under the auspices of 
various American Universities. 

Every teacher ought to know also The Classical 
Journal and The Classical Weekly. In theory 
and in practice, they are devoted more to the pedagogy 
of the Classics, or to propaganda in support of the 
Classics, than to research proper in the field of the 
Classics. Both periodicals, however, have published 
many articles which, while they did not perhaps ad- 
vance (he bounds of knowledge in a given field, have 
been of real service by putting togethei, in an easy 
and readable form, information on important iratters 
within the classical field. Many of the reviews in 
The Classical Weekly have certainly been dis- 
tinct contributions to the subjects treated by the 
books under review. The Classical Journal, now in 
its seventeenth year, is edited at present by Professor 
Frank J Miller, of the University of Chicago, and Pro- 
fessor Arthur T. Walker, of the University of Kansas. 
For the first six years, the Managing Editor of 
The Classical Weekly was Professor Gonzalez 
Lodge, of Teachers' College; for the remaining vol- 
umes the Managing Editor has been Professor Charles 
Knapp, of Barnard College, Columbia University. 

It may be noted that the University of Chicago 
Press published, in 1919, a General Index, By Con- 



tributors and Subjects, to The Classical Journal, Vol- 
umes I - XIII (1905-1918). The Index was compiled 
by Professor Frank J. Miller. Each volume of The 
Classical Weekly has an elaborate Index. Besides 
it is possible to obtain, from the Managing Editor, 
copies of two pamphlets, one of which groups by sub- 
jects (Value of the Classics, Teaching of the Classics, 
Caesar, Cicero, Vergil, etc.) titles of articles in Volumes 
I - IX; the other groups similaily titles in Volumes 
X - XIII. 

The foregoing facts have been set down, not for 
themselves, but rather by way of introduction to what 
is to follow. It seems worth while to put together 
a brief notice of other means which, at different Schools, 
Colleges, and Universities, are being employed as min- 
istrants to the better teaching of the Classics, and as 
a stimulant toward a deeper and more intelligent in- 
terest in them. 

The High School Journal, which is published month- 
ly by the School of Education of -the University "of 
North Carolina, at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, con- 
tains in each issue what is known as The Latin Column. 
Sometimes the "column" covers a couple of pages. 
In the issue for April, 1920, for instance, there were 
two items, one f o half -a column , entitled A Carolina 
Latin Paper, the other an item covering two and a 
half columns, entitled The Classics in British Education 
(an account of the pamphlet noticed in The Classi- 
cal Weekly 13. 105-106). In the former article men- 
tion was made of a publication, in English, called The 
Latin Bulletin, to appear five times a year, under the 
auspices of The Mantuan Club of Juniors and Seniors 
in the High School at Ashville, North Carolina. 

The first issue of this Latin Bulletin contained two 
papers by students, one entitled The Need of the Clas- 
sics, the other entitled De Roma Aeterna, a Latin 
version of the Star Spangled Banner. There were 
also some translations of pieces of Vergil. 

In Volume 2, No. 1 there is a statement of the 
way in which the students of the School are organized 
into various Classical Clubs. The students of the 
four uppermost classes are organized into The Mantuan 
Club, the Caesar Classes into a Club known as the 
Legio Decima. Other students are brought to- 
gethei into the Societas Latina. Among the things 
in this number are articles by students, in English, 
given sometimes in full, sometimes only in part. The 
themes treated include Ceyx and Halcyone, Virgil's 
Contemporaries, Travelers in Old Roman Days, Why 
We Should Study Latin, Roman Meals, Children and 
Education. This number contains 12 pages. 
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In the Sidney Lanier High School at Montgomery, 
Alabama, there was begun, in November, 1919, a per- 
iodical entitled Forum Romanum. Four numbers 
of this periodical have come into my hands, for Novem- 
ber, 1919, January, February, and March, 1920. Each 
number contains four pages; every part of the num- 
ber, except the advertisements, is in Latin. The per- 
iodical is under the management of members of the 
Senior class of the School. The contents include 
little essays about the School life, notes and sugges- 
tions of various sorts, attempts to put into Latin mat- 
ters of public interest (such as the announcement 
that General Pershing was to visit Montgomery), 
reference to Red Cross drives, etc. The contributors 
deserve much praise for their energy, but their Latin 
leaves a tremendous lot to be desired. Mistakes in 
the Latin, however, by their very number and magni- 
tude, show clearly that the students are conducting 
the paper themselves, and that it is not in any sense 
their teachers' product. 

Miss Louise Berrey, head of the Department of 
Latin at this School, wrote me, in March, 1920, as 
follows : 

The purpose of the Forum Romanum has been not 
only to stimulate an interest in Latin, but also to get 
people with what might be called an aversion for Latin 
prose to feel and appreciate the simple case relations, 
for example, dative and -accusative .... We know there 
are many mistakes, both in choice of words and in con- 
structions, but somehow we feel that the purpose of 
the paper has been achieved. There is much more 
interest in prose than ever before. Let me say, too, 
that every article is the effort of some high school child. . . 
The two stories, Duo Amici and Regina Bona Russiae, 
were written by two first year students after four 
months of study of the language. 

In November, 19 19, the Classical Club of the Boys' 
High School, Brooklyn, began the publication of an 
eight-page leaflet called Forum Latinum. Volume 
2, No. 4 was published in February, 1921. In this I 
find the interesting statement that the Forum Latinum 
had reached a circulation of 1,800 copies. This issue 
contains also a statement, by the way, to the effect 
that for the term beginning in February, 192 1, there 
was, in the Boys' High School, an increase of about 
15% in the number of students beginning Latin. In 
the fifth term, Latin is elective in this School; yet 
there was last year an increase of over 20% in the 
number of students in that term. The Vergil classes 
showed an increase of about 10%. 

The paper is under the editorial direction of the 
students themselves. They have the assistance, how- 
ever, of one or more Faculty advisers. The contents 
of each number are partly in English, partly in Latin. 
The Latin contents of the first number contained a 
Colloquium Auditum in Sala Prandii; an up-to-date 
version of Cicero, Cat. 1. 1 (a student is asked to ex- 
plain why he continues to use a 'horse'); odds and 
ends of humor; a Latin version of America; a state- 
ment that Dr. Riess, who is Head of the Department 



of Classics at the Boys' High School, would like to 
meet students interested in antiquities, for the pur- 
pose of forming groups to visit the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, to study ancient life directly from the 
oiiginal monuments and casts; a list of Latin verbs, 
with their meanings, part of the vocabulary of second 
term Latin. 

Later numbers show the same combination of Eng- 
lish and Latin. An interesting. feature in those num- 
bers is the presence of illustrations. Some of these 
are reproductions of ancient things; others are 
cartoons (parodies of ancient matter). To the former 
class belongs the reproduction of the graffito which 
represents an ass or a donkey and a mill, beneath which 
are the Latin words, Labora, aselle, quomodo ego la- 
boravi, et proderit tibi. An excellent feature is the 
publication from time to time of paragraphs from 
classical authors. One such paragraph is entitled Caesar, 
a Pen Poitrait (Suetonius's account of Caesar's physi- 
cal appearance and of certain of his habits and char- 
acteristics). Again, in Volume 1, No. 3, the account 
of the Werwolf in Petronius, Cena Trimalchionis 
61-62, is reprinted, with notes that help to understand- 
ing of the text. 

Volume 2, No. 4, dated February, 1921, contains on 
its front cover a cut of the ruins of the Coliseum. On 
page 6, there are given, from ancient sources, repre- 
sentations of a Roman barber at work, a Roman razor, 
and a Roman headdress. There is a page which seems 
to me a waste of good ink and paper, containing al- 
leged cartoons and alleged Latin under the caption 
Ku Klux Klan. There are Latin jokes, Latin riddles, 
Roman colloquial expressions, an Oratio Magna Marci 
Antoni, and allied matters. 

(To be concluded) c. K. 



VIRGILIAN DETERMINISM 

In an interestingly written article entitled Epicu- 
rean Determinism in the Aeneid 1 Professor Tenney 
Frank has attempted to show that the early Epicurean 
studies and associations of Vergil's youth were not 
followed, as most modern scholars have held, by a con- 
version to Stoicism, but continued unchanged, ap- 
pearing in definite outcroppings all through the Aeneid. 
So plausible appears the argumentation, but yet, in 
my opinion, so mistaken are its premises and its re- 
sults that it seems worth while to reexamine the points 
raised by the article in its divergence from the accepted 
view 2 . 

After a resume' of Vergil's early philosophical train- 
ing and beliefs the thesis is advanced (116) that the 
eschatology of Aeneid 6 (which, according to Profes- 



•American Journal of Philology 41 (1920), 1 15-126. 
*I shall follow, as nearly as practicable, the order of the article 
under discussion. 



